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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">RAILWAY BROTHERHOODS       157</FONT><BR>\
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<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">doubts, and it was not until S. E. Wilkinson was<BR>elected grand master in 1885 that it assumed an<BR>important role in labor organizations. Wilkinson<BR>was one of those big, rough and ready men, with a<BR>natural aptitude for leadership, who occasionally<BR>emerge from the mass. He preferred railroading<BR>to schooling and spent more time in the train sheds<BR>of his native town of Monroeville, Ohio, than he<BR>did at school. At twelve years of age he ran away<BR>to join the Union Army, in which he served as an<BR>orderly until the end of the war. He then followed<BR>his natural bent, became a switchman and later a<BR>brakeman, was a charter member of the Brother- <BR>hood, and, when its outlook was least encourag- <BR>ing, became its Grand Master. At once under his<BR>leadership the organization became aggressive.</FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">The conditions under which trainmen worked<BR>were far from satisfactory. At that time, in the<BR>Eastern field, the pay of a brakeman was between<BR>$1.50 and $2 a day in the freight service, $45 a<BR>month in the passenger service, and $50 a month<BR>for yard service. In the Southern territory, the<BR>wages were very much lower and in the Western<BR>about $5 per month higher. The runs in the differ- <BR>ent sections of the country were not equalized:<BR>there was no limit to the number of hours called a</FONT><BR>\
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<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:285.0pt; height:33.4pt;\">\
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</TD>\
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<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:401.6pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:285.0pt; height:401.6pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:285.0pt; height:401.6pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 85.3pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font0>RAILWAY BROTHERHOODS       157</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:4.3pt 19.1pt 0.0pt 22.3pt; text-align:justify;\">\
<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:14.9pt;\">doubts, and it was not until S. E. Wilkinson was<BR>elected grand master in 1885 that it assumed an<BR>important role in labor organizations. Wilkinson<BR>was one of those big, rough and ready men, with a<BR>natural aptitude for leadership, who occasionally<BR>emerge from the mass. He preferred railroading<BR>to schooling and spent more time in the train sheds<BR>of his native town of Monroeville, Ohio, than he<BR>did at school. At twelve years of age he ran away<BR>to join the Union Army, in which he served as an<BR>orderly until the end of the war. He then followed<BR>his natural bent, became a switchman and later a<BR>brakeman, was a charter member of the Brother- <BR>hood, and, when its outlook was least encourag- <BR>ing, became its Grand Master. At once under his<BR>leadership the organization became aggressive.</SPAN><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:14.9pt;\">The conditions under which trainmen worked<BR>were far from satisfactory. At that time, in the<BR>Eastern field, the pay of a brakeman was between<BR>$1.50 and $2 a day in the freight service, $45 a<BR>month in the passenger service, and $50 a month<BR>for yard service. In the Southern territory, the<BR>wages were very much lower and in the Western<BR>about $5 per month higher. The runs in the differ- <BR>ent sections of the country were not equalized:<BR>there was no limit to the number of hours called a</SPAN><BR>\
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